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• WSSD 2002 - to “establish by 2004 a Regular Process 
under the United Nations for global reporting and 
assessment of the state of the marine environment, 
including socio-economic aspects, both current and 
foreseeable, building on existing regional assessments”.  

 
• This was endorsed at the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) later in 2002 (resolution 57/141).  
• The Ad-hoc Steering Group and then Group of Experts 

were established by UNGA Resolution 60/30 – fall 2006.  
• Work of the Group of Experts commenced in 2007 

Call for the Regular Process 

Towards a Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of 
the Marine Environment, including Socio-economic Aspects 

 



• 80% of commercial fish stocks are fully or over-
exploited 

• Pollution by contaminants, nutrients and 
sediments is widespread 

• Critical habitats are being damaged, esp coastal 
• Climate change causing temperature increases 

to 3000 m, with many consequences 
• Invasive species increasing – major changes to 

some systems 
 

Why is a Regular Process Needed? 
Oceans are under increasing stress: 

Towards a Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of 
the Marine Environment, including Socio-economic Aspects 

 



• Process indicators, to assess the progress of 
certain administrative and organizational 
processes; 

• Pressure or stress indicators, to evaluate 
impacts and possible changes thereof; 

• Status indicators, to determine the actual state 
of environment and ecosystems. 

• Socio-economic indicators 
•   

 

 Types of indicators considered 

Towards a Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of 
the Marine Environment, including Socio-economic Aspects 

 



The Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem  



Table 1. Countries and territories of the CLME 

Independent countries Countries and territories 
Antigua & Barbuda UK: 

Bahamas Anguilla 

Barbados British Virgin Islands 

Belize Cayman Islands 

Brazil Montserrat 

Colombia Turks & Caicos 

Costa Rica  

Cuba USA: 

Dominica Puerto Rico 

Dominican Republic USVI 

Grenada  

Guatemala France: 

Guyana Guadeloupe and St. Bart 

Haiti Martinique 

Honduras St. Martin 

Jamaica French Guiana 

Mexico  

Nicaragua  

Panama Netherlands: 

St. Kitts Nevis  Aruba 

St. Lucia Curacao 

St. Vincent & the Grenadines Bonaire 

Suriname St. Eustatius 

Trinidad & Tobago Saba 

Venezuela St. Maarten 

  



Bathymetry & geological setting 



Connectivity of the habitats with depth 



Circulation 



The coastal ocean 



Institutions that contribute to assessment 
work in the region  

 

• Research Institutions & Universities 
• Regional IGOs 

– ACS, CAST, CEHI, CIMH, Caribbean 
Tourism Association, CARICOM CRFM, 
OECS, OLDEPESCA & OSPESCA 

• International IGOs 
– ICCAT 

• UN organizations with regional 
bodies  

– WECAFC of FAO, UNEP Caribbean 
Environmental Programme, IOCARIBE 
of IOC-UNESCO, UN Economic 
Commission for Latin America & 
UNECLAC, UNDP, UNEP for Latin 
America, Caribbean GEO, GEF 

• International NGOs 
– WWF, TNC, WRI, IUCN, Census of 

Marine Life,  
• Regional organizations 

– WIDECAST, GCFI 

Association of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean  



Assessments presented in 2009 
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Strategy followed 

 



The Caribbean LME 2012 Assessments  
Scales coverage 
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The Caribbean 2012 assessments 



Objectives for the Assessments 



Example: 
Sampling effort and current knowledge of deep sea 

biodiversity in the CLME  





 



Major gaps 

• The Assessments of the less developed countries 
 

• The economical, social, linguistic, and cultural diversity 
in the region 
 

• The Socio-economic assessments and offshore and 
deep sea themes 
 

• The effect of watershed in coastal ocean 
 

• Stronger link to managers and policy-makers 
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